
 

BOOK REVIEWS – GUIDELINES 

 

Book Authors are welcome to forward their publications to the Book Review Editor for 
consideration in the Book Review Section of the Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis. The 
book content should meet the interests of the JCPA readership in line with its Aims and Scope 
and interdisciplinary orientation.  

Book Reviewers play a major role in the publication process of the Journal of Comparative Policy 
Analysis and are typically invited by the Book Review Editor. The JCPA is honored to have their 
assessment and insights. 

The Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis is committed to publishing and reporting on 
outstanding scholarship in all areas of Public Policy. It is also the primary publishing outlet for 
innovative research on all facets of comparative policy analysis. In your assessment we will 
appreciate your evaluation of the book’s contribution to the topical, scholarly and comparative 
public policy domains, bearing in mind the JCPA Comparative Aims and Scope (see 
www.jcpa.ca).  

In completing your review, please summarize the argument of the book, while placing it within 
the context of the broader literature on this subject. 

1. Dues the author make a novel argument? 
2. Are the methods appropriate for answering the questions at hand?  
3. Does it advance the domain of comparative policy studies? How? 
4. Does the book, or aspects of the book, contribute to the development and testing of 

comparative  methodology, theory,  or their practice implications?  
5. What does the author provide scholars and students of comparative public policy or 

policy analysis?  
6. What is the appropriate audience for this book (e.g., specialists in the field,  graduate or 

undergraduate classes on the topic, any student of comparative policy analysis, or even 
the broader public)? 

7. What are your thoughts regarding the book’s relevance to scholars in this area?  
8. Finally, the most helpful reviews are those that present the strengths and weaknesses of 

a book within the context of providing an overall assessment of the book’s contribution. 

Please end the review with your name, institutional affiliation, and email address, as you wish 
them to appear.    

The review should be about 800-1,000 words and should be sent directly to John A. Hird, Book 
Review Editor at jhird@umass.edu, preferably as an attached Word file. 

For any clarifications please approach the Editorial Manager, Ms. Diana Walker at jcpa@sfu.ca 
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